ASSUME TO BE INCLUDED IN PACKAGE:
· Unemployment benefits (UI) extension. Cost = at least $12.7 billion
· Anti-hunger provisions
* SNAP – 20% temporary increase in maximum food stamp level above the FY2009 level for two years. Cost = approximately $24 billion and increase in funds for state food stamp administrative costs Cost= $250 million;

*  TEFAP – increase in funds for purchase of additional commodities Cost = $100 million; increase for state, tribal, and local distribution costs Cost = $50 million; increase in Food Bank infrastructure grants 

Cost = $15 million;

*  WIC – increase funding to make up for shortfall not covered in the current Continuing Resolution. Cost = $450 million and increases for management information system and related infrastructure improvements. Cost = $50 million;

*  CSFP – provide funding to allow USDA to replenish its food stocks in order to prevent smaller food packages or decreased participation in the program. Cost = $30 million; and

*  School meals – provide a 15% increase in funding for breakfast and school lunch programs.  Cost = $1 billion;
· Medicaid payments to states (FMAP).  Cost = at least $15 billion
· LIHEAP assistance to provide low-income Americans relief from higher energy costs.  Cost = at least $5 billion
· Job creation via down payment on rebuilding America’s infrastructure and schools, starting with massive investment in commercialization of green technologies and related job training that promote environmental protection and energy independence.  Cost = at least $100 billion
** In general:
· No funds for Iraq or Afghanistan wars and no funds for defense procurement.
· No waiver of existing environmental laws or regulations for federally-funded projects.
· Prevailing wage to be paid for jobs created and upholding of Davis-Bacon Act
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ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED:
 INVESTMENT IN PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
· In general, pay prevailing wage for jobs created with federal funds and no waiver of existing environmental laws and regulations.

· In general, require substantial percentage of work hours on physical infrastructure projects and related training receiving federal funding to be performed by veterans, low-income and homeless individuals, out-of-school youth, and others facing multiple barriers to employment.
· “Shovel-ready” transportation projects identified by the American Association of State and Highway Transportation (AASHTO) officials and included in the Progressive Caucus Budget Alternative for FY09. Cost = $64 billion
· Accelerate application of green energy technologies throughout the economy, particularly solar initiatives and drawing upon best state and local practices for weatherizing all of the nation’s housing and small businesses. Cost = $100 billion over next two years;
· Capitalize a National Infrastructure Bank (e.g. H.R. 3896) that can objectively examine infrastructure projects and leverage the private sector to fund those projects in the transportation, water, energy, and telecommunications realms that are critical to job creation and economic growth. Cost = $6 billion 
· Accelerate flood control projects to be undertaken by the Army Corps of Engineers. Cost = $100 billion;

· Establish 21st century classrooms by providing grants directly to America’s neediest schools for school construction, modernization, renovation, repair, improving energy efficiency, and investing in educational technology. Cost = $165 billion
· Award education innovation prizes for the winning designs that take full advantage of the educational technology medium and utilize evidence-based design, an investment of less than $1/student) Cost = $10 million

· Increase funding for Job Corps, recognizing that National Job Corps Association (NCJA) has identified construction and rehabilitation projects to Job Corps infrastructure throughout the country. Cost = at least $700 million
· Reserve funds for longer-term MEGA Projects (Sec. 1301 of TEALU).  These are not necessarily “shovel-ready” projects that cost 
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at least $500 million and have national significance.  States might even team up together on high speed rail or big new bridges.  Cost = $25 billion
· Funding for medium-term infrastructure projects that are larger in scope, but not “shovel-ready”.  Will provide jobs on a longer time horizon.  (e.g. purple line to Dulles International Airport and the Innerbelt highway rehabilitation in Northeast Ohio, county courthouses). Cost undetermined.
· Increase funding for construction and/or rehabilitation of libraries in rural communities in order to expand broadband access and redress digital divide. Cost undetermined.
· Border Ports of Entry Infrastructure, ports on the US-Mexico and US Canada are beyond capacity and behind in investment. Cost = $4 billion

· National Park and Conservation Corps funding for public land infrastructure.  Cost =$2.75 billion
INVESTMENT IN HUMAN CAPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE
· Overhaul and modernize UI system (e.g. H.R. 2233). Cost = $3-4 billion;
· Increase funding for Child Care and Development Block Grant. 

Cost = $1 billion to cover an additional 164,000 children

·  Increase funding for Social Services Block Grant.

· Reverse cuts in federal child support enforcement funding. Cost = at least $700 million

· Capital improvements to, and supplemental short-term operating funds for federally-qualified health centers, which offer primary care availability to low and moderate-income and uninsured Americans. Cost = at least $500 million
· Boost funding for National Health Service Corps to produce more doctors, dentists, and nurses to provide health care in underserved area. Cost = at least $500 million;

· Increase funding for AmeriCorps and VISTA;

· Expand sustainable food systems at local community level

· Sufficient funding to SSA for Backlog reduction and timely processing of new applications.   Cost = $2 billion
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· US Citizenship and Immigration Services.  Cost = $100 million for naturalization casework backlog reduction and $100 million for fee reduction, targeted to low-income applicants

· USCIS and FBI.  Cost = $75 million to clear FBI Name check back log.  The money would hire 1,500 employees

KEEPING PEOPLE IN THEIR HOMES AND HOUSING REFORM

· Establish moratorium on home foreclosures;
· Bankruptcy reform to help distressed homeowners and renters.  Under current bankruptcy law, virtually every type of loan can be modified (including loans secured by a car, boat, farm, or vacation home) except home mortgages.  No cost to taxpayers.
· Increase funding for National Housing Trust Fund;
· Give the FDIC’s loan modification program the power of law. Cost = at least $25 billion and should be drawn from TARP funds;
· Urgent maintenance and repairs in public housing. Cost = $7 billion;

· Reduce backlog in public housing maintenance and repairs.  Cost = $2 billion

JOB CREATION

· In general, invest in jobs that pay prevailing wage and in small, start-up and incubator businesses.
· Major increase in “green jobs creation”, including at community level and in Indian Country. Cost = at least $100 billion
· Ramp up construction and rehabilitation of wastewater treatment plants and clean water systems.  Cost = at least $27 billion
· Increase funding for summer jobs for youth. Cost = at least $1 billion
· Re-establish Youth Conservation Corps to eliminate backlog of work projects in national, state, and local parks;
· Target portion of the bill for a Federal Arts and Writers Project, akin to the Federal Art Project and the Federal Writers’ Project of the New Deal, which created thousands of jobs for American artists, writers, editors, researchers, photographers, and others.   Cost = at least $1 billion
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· Invest in small, start-up and incubator businesses that meet the overall job creation goals of the Obama Administration;
· Increase funding for women’s employment (i.e. “pink jobs”).
FISCAL RELIEF FOR STATE, LOCAL, AND TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS (Cost = at least $100 billion)
· Triple funding for Community Development Block Grant Program, a formula grant to states, localities, and tribes that funds community development activities.  Cost =  additional $7.7 billion, up from 

     $3.866 billion in FY2008.

· Require prompt federal reimbursement of states and political subdivisions for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (e.g. SCAAP--H.R. 3836).  No cost to taxpayers.
· Create new program of energy efficiency and sustainable energy block grants to states to be disseminated widely to support the shift toward sustainable energy and energy independence;

· Eliminate temporarily state/local match for transportation funds in the stimulus (e.g. state match for SAFTEA projects);

· Include U.S. territories on equal footing with the states (i.e. Allocate funds under the same formulae as states, not be given a lump sump or limited by a ceiling.  Cost will vary.
· Fund the states’ contribution to Medicaid for FY 2009.  Cost undetermined.
· Improvement of Indian Health Care.  Cost  = approximately $5 Billion
FUNDING FOR EDUCATION AND JOB TRAINING

· Increase funding for green jobs training. Cost = $125 million/year
· Boost funding for retraining unemployed and dislocated workers for industries that need skilled workers. Cost =at least $250 million
· Strengthen youth activities authorized by Workforce Investment Act
*  Increase funding for grants to states Cost =$500 million;
         *  Increase the age limit from 21 to 24;

*  Maintain attainment of basic skills and job training as outlined in section 136(b)(2)(A)(ii)(I) as the only work readiness performance
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 indicator to assess the effectiveness of youth activities provided with such funds. Cost = at least $500 million
EXPAND TRANSITIONAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT
· Expand adult services authorized by the Workforce Investment Act by funding intensive and training services, prioritizing programs targeted to populations with multiple barriers to employment. Cost = $200 million in grants to states

· Improve employment development by increasing funding for programs targeted to areas and industries experiencing high unemployment, prioritizing populations with multiple barriers to employment. Cost undetermined.
TAX RELIEF FOR IMPOVERISHED AND LOW-INCOME FAMILIES

· Make the child tax credit fully refundable.  Would lift 2.7 million people – including 1.7 million children – above the poverty line. 
     Cost = $14.4 billion

· Expand the earned income tax credit for families with three or more children. Cost = $1.9 billion
