The Motorcoach Enhanced 

Safety Act of 2008 
On July 31, 2008, Rep. John Lewis (D-GA) introduced H.R. 6747, the Motorcoach Enhanced Safety Act of 2008.   H.R. 6747 is the House companion legislation to S. 2326 introduced by Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-TX). 
	Key Components of H.R. 6747


The Motorcoach Enhanced Safety Act of 2008 would require:

· Safety belts and stronger seating systems to ensure occupants stay in their seats in a crash;

· Improved commercial driver training. Currently, no training is required by federal regulation;

· Anti-ejection glazing on the body of the bus to prevent passengers from being easily thrown outside the motorcoach;

· Strong, crush-resistant roofs that can withstand rollovers; 

· Improved protection against fires by reducing flammability of the motorcoach interior, and better training for operators in the case of fire;

· A National Commercial Motor Vehicle Medical Registry to ensure that only medically qualified examiners conduct physical examinations of drivers and a medical certificate process to ensure that all certificates are valid and no unqualified operator is allowed to drive;

· Strengthened motorcoach vehicle safety inspections including roadside inspections, safety audits, and state and motor carrier programs for identifying vehicle defects;

· Electronic On-Board Recorders (EOBRs) with real-time capabilities to track precise vehicle location, and recorded data not accessible to manipulation by a driver or motor carrier; and 

· Provide assistance to motorcoach carriers through tax credits and small business grants to make these safety improvements to their vehicles. 
	Background


Over many years, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has investigated more than 25 motorcoach crashes and fires that resulted in over 200 deaths and hundreds of injuries.  In some of these incidents more than 20 people on board were killed in a single crash or fire.  

Congress has also held hearings following crashes by unsafe “curbside” operators operating along the eastern seaboard and the March 2, 2007, Georgia crash resulting in serious injuries and deaths suffered by Bluffton University students.  

Bluffton University Tragedy

On March 2, 2007, a chartered bus careened off a closed exit and crashed onto highway I-75 in Atlanta, Georgia.  The tragedy shocked the nation and once again reminded Americans of the importance of highway safety.  

The passengers, members of the Bluffton University baseball team in Ohio, were traveling to a game in Florida.  Five players died in the crash along with the bus driver and his wife, and 29 others were injured.  

The patients were treated at Grady Memorial Hospital, the leading level one trauma center in the region, by an outstanding team that included surgeon Dr. Jeffery Salomone.  A distraught Dr. Salomone contacted Rep. Lewis’ office since the crash occurred and the patients were treated in his congressional district.  Dr. Salomone strongly felt that seat belts could have saved the lives of many of those who died and spared many others from injury.  

Congressional Response

As former Member of the House Transportation Committee, Rep. Lewis further investigated why safety belts are not offered in passenger buses and on school buses.  In the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity (SAFETEA-LU) Act of 2005, Congress demanded that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) develop a standard that bus manufacturers would have to adhere to reduce complete and partial ejections in crashes by October 1, 2009.   

Congressman Lewis was disturbed by how little progress had been made on this rule and worked with Rep. John Olver, Chair of the House Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Subcommittee to develop language demanding that NHSTA provide an interim report to Congress on the progress of the new safety rule by May 1, 2008.  This language was included in the Conference Report that accompanied Public Law No: 110-161, the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008. 
In addition to awaiting the progress of the report language, Congressman Lewis felt it was important to join his Senate colleague who represents the Ohio victims of the crash in developing a clear plan of what is needed to increase motorcoach safety.  Sen. Hutchinson worked with Sen. Brown on this legislation because she too had constituents, nursing home residents who were victims of a tragic motorcoach accident during the Hurricane Rita evacuation process.  Together, they worked with the family members and safety advocates to develop clear legislation outlining what is needed to help prevent further tragedy. 
	Who Supports this Effort? 


The Parents of the 2007 Bluffton University Baseball Team ▪ Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety ▪ Citizens for Reliable and Safe Highways ▪ Consumer Federation of America ▪ Public Citizen ▪ Trauma Foundation
 
