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         77 Strong and Growing: Open to New and Different Ideas
              Afghanistan: A Road Map For Progress

“Historic Perspective on Afghanistan, its People and their Cultures”

                                                Program Agenda

2:30 - 2:35  
Welcome to forum series and first forum by CPC Co-Chair Lynn Woolsey

2:35 - 2:40  
Introduction to forum series and presentation of Framing Questions by 


CPC Co-Chair Raul M Grijalva

What is the history of the country of Afghanistan?  Who are the people of Afghanistan?  How do cultural and ethnic relationships play a role in Afghan life?  What are the tribal regions and how do they differ from other regions?  What are the traditional mechanisms for conflict resolution among the peoples of Afghanistan?  What do the Afghan people want for their country, for both tribal and non tribal regions?  How do the Afghan people define peace and stability for their region?
2:40- 2:45  
Introduction of facilitator, Lorelei Kelly, National Security Program 


Director of the Progressive Caucus Foundation by Co Chair Grijalva
2:45-2:50  
Introduction to panelists and initiation of presentations by Facilitator 


Lorelei Kelly
2:50 - 3:00 
William R. Polk served President Kennedy on the Policy Planning Council, 




with responsibilities for most of the Islamic world, and was a member of the




Crisis Management Committee during the Cuban Missile Crisis. He served as




a Professor at the University of Chicago, where he established the Center for




Middle Eastern Studies and was a founding director of the American Middle




Eastern Studies Association.  In 1967, he also became President of the Adlai




Stevenson Institute of International Affairs.  Professor Polk is also the author


of many well-regarded books, including The United States and the Arab



World (Harvard 1965, 1969, 1975, 1980, 1991) and Violent Politics: A




History of Insurgency, Terrorism & Guerrilla War from the American




Revolution to Iraq (HarperCollins, 2007, 2008). 

3:05 - 3:15  
Dr. Nabi Misdaq is a journalist, anthropologist and scholar from the Zazi




tribe in Paktia province, Afghanistan. He worked for the BBC for nearly two



decades as a radio journalist, producer and as head of BBC Pashto Service,




broadcasting three times a day to Afghanistan and South Asia. Dr. Misdaq



studied at Cambridge, LSE, and the University of Sussex and has taught




Pashto at the George Mason University in Washington and Inlingua School in




Roseland D.C. He is the author of Afghanistan: Political Frailty and External




Interference (Routledge, 2008). 

3:20 - 3:30 
Edmund McWilliams is a retired senior Foreign Service Officer.  He served as Deputy Chief of Mission and periodically as Chief of Mission at the US Embassy in Kabul (1986-88) and as the first "Special Envoy to Afghanistan" (1988-89).  He subsequently served as Deputy Chief of Mission and periodically as Chief of Mission at the US Embassy in Dushanbe, 1992-94, where he reported on developments in Afghanistan.  McWilliams retired in 2001 after a 26-year career.

3:30 - 3:40 
First Q & A session

3:40 - 3:45  
Break


3:45 - 4:00 
Additional Q & A session and wrap up of first forum in Seeking Global Security Series
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